
Objective:

To provide an infrastructure network 
that satisfies community needs and 
contributes to the development, 
protection and enhancement of the 
natural and physical environment.

Response:

Commercial Focus

Following the direction of the 
organisational review, a major focus 
of the Construction and Maintenance 
division has been to adopt a more 
commercially focused operation.  
Council has undertaken significant 
work to identify and implement 
greater efficiencies and cost savings 
in its activities by:

! Benchmarking of roads mainte-
nance, parks and gardens 
maintenance; and 

! Ensuring that community benefit 
is achieved by the most appro-
priate and cost effective means.

Managing our Assets

Council began a review of its asset 
management issues in 2001/2002.  
In particular, preparing strategic 
management plans for important 
Council assets such as water and 
sewerage networks, is a legislative 
requirement in many cases.  Council 
has undertaken significant work to 
manage the implications, including 
potential capital expenditure, of 
legislative changes such as the Water 
Act 2000.

Depot Services

In line with Council's strategic 
direction to see the Shire Depot 
operate on a more commercial focus, 
a six-month review of Depot services 
was launched early in 2002.  This 

project considered issues such 
as capital investment to ensure 
the Depot meets its safety and 
other legislative requirements, 
ensuring plant hire is charged 
on a 'true cost' basis, and 
maximising the economical use 
of Council plant comparable to 
similar commercial operations.

Streetscape 

Council completed the major 
three-year revamp of Gatton's 
streetscape, delivering a safer 
and more attractive community 
and business centre for the town.  
In 2001/2002 Council has finalised 
most outstanding project works 
including planting of new street 
garden beds, installation of new 
footpath and garden lighting, and a 
closed-circuit TV security system.

Major Roads Works

Other major road projects completed 
during 2001/2002 include:

! Kleidons Road, Connors Road, 
Roches Road at Withcott - provid-
ing access to the Tyco Southern 
Cross plant.

! Widening of Blanchview Road.

! Sealing of fire escape road from 
Tabletop Estate.

! Replacing an old timber bridge at 
Millers Road by a major culvert.

Council successfully tendered for and 
completed private works during the year, 
for example the second stage of Parklea 
Estate.

Water and Wastewater

Objective: 

A cohesive, harmonious team that is 
customer focused and provides an 
effective, efficient and reliable water 
and wastewater service.

Response:

Water Supply

The $4.7 million Withcott Water 
Supply Project was completed on 
schedule and within budget, with 
the first water consumers coming 
online in December 2001.  The 
project includes 17 kilometres of 
trunk mains carrying water from 
Helidon to Withcott, approxi-
mately 25 kilometres of reticula-
tion mains, 3 reservoirs and 4 
pump stations.

Residents have welcomed the 
water supply, which completes 
the project to provide town 
water across Gatton Shire 
which commenced in 1987.  
Since completion a number of 
small localities adjoining the 
water area have also been 
reticulated at residents' 
request.

Wastewater

Expressions of interest were 
called and a report devel-
oped on the reuse of water 
from the Gatton Wastewater 
Treatment Plant.  An agree-
ment was signed between 
the Blackboy Ridge Group of 
stonefruit growers and 
Council for the provision of 
100 megalitres of treated 
wastewater for use in horti-
cultural production.  The 
growers group is responsible 
for transport of wastewater to 
their site 6.5 kilometres north 
of the treatment plant.

In the medium term, Council 
hopes to have agreements in 
place for reuse of all treated 
Shire wastewater.
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Building Approvals - 1989/90 to 2001/02

Total Plans Approved New Dwellings Resited Dwellings Accommodation Units Commercial Buildings
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